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Massage as the Body’s Workout
Can Bodywork Sometimes Make You Sore?
Shirley Vanderbilt
You've just had a wonderful massage,
and you go home feeling both relaxed
and rejuvenated. But later that night you
feel like you're coming down with
something. Or perhaps the next
morning, you wake up with twinges of
muscle soreness, maybe some fatigue,
and you just don't feel yourself. What
happened? Chances are it's the massage,
and it's perfectly OK.
Keith Grant, head of the Sports and
Deep Tissue Massage Department at
McKinnon Institute in Oakland, Calif.,
says, "It's very much like doing a
workout. If the muscles aren't used to it,
they often respond with some soreness."
Grant notes this should last for no more
than a day or two. If it lasts longer, the

therapist can find all the kinks that have
built up from daily stress and too little
or too much exercise. The whole point
of a therapeutic massage is to release that
tension, work out the kinks, and help
your body relax so it can function at an
optimal level. All of this work stretches
muscles, pushes blood into them, and
gets things working again.

A Closer Look

There are several theories, in addition
to muscle function, as to why people
sometimes experience after-effects from
massage.
Massage can stimulate the lymph system,
which is comprised of several organs

Tension is who
you think you
should be.
Relaxation is
who you are.
-Chinese Proverb
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A good massage can sometimes leave you feeling like you had a good workout.
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massage may have been too intense, and
the therapist should adjust for this in
the next session. However, just as with
exercise, when your body adjusts to
having this type of workout, your
physical response will also be less
intense.
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On the Rocks
MT Straight Talk

A professional massage is more than an
ordinary backrub. Your massage

(thymus, tonsils, spleen, adenoids),
hundreds of lymph nodes, and a
multitude of vessels that run throughout
the body. These lymphatic vessels carry a
clear fluid, known as lymph, that
circulates around the body's tissues,
absorbing fluid, waste products, dead
cells, bacteria, viruses, fats, and proteins
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from the tissue as it goes, while also
giving passage to immune cells as they're
needed. Massage can sometimes
stimulate the lymph system, helping to
eliminate toxins from the body. And if
the body contains a high level of
environmental or dietary toxins, you
could feel some mild, flu-like
symptoms. While most people come out
of a typical massage feeling nothing but
relaxed, some people do report feeling a
bit nauseous. If this is the case, make
sure to drink plenty of water and
perhaps take a slow walk. Movement
creates a greater lymphatic response and
will hurry the process along.
Grant points to another theory being
closely
examined
by
experts.
Neurological
sensitivity,
or
"sensitization," looks at the "whole
response of what's going on in a
person." As Grant explains, massage
provides a significant amount of input
to the central nervous system and the
body responds to that increased
information. Pain and other occasional
after-effects may be the result of a
system that has received more
information than it can handle at that
particular time. And because the
amount of sensory input we receive
during any day or week is always
fluctuating, sometimes we may be
overloaded and other times not. It
depends on the total stress (emotional,
spiritual
and
physical)
being
experienced by the body at that moment.

benefits:
- Understand that every body reacts
differently.
Your body is an organism made up of
complex systems that react to a
constantly changing influx of external
factors.
- Maintain good health practices.
This means keeping your mind free of
negative clutter.
- Drink plenty of water immediately
following your treatment.
Continue to do so for the next day or
two. This will rehydrate your tissues and
ease the effects.
- Take it easy after your massage.
Go home, relax and just allow your body
to find its balance naturally.

huge part in how healthy you'll be and
how youthful you'll remain. Budgeting
time and money for bodywork at
consistent intervals is an investment in
your health. And remember: just
because massage feels like a pampering
treat doesn't mean it is any less
therapeutic.
Consider
massage
appointments a necessary piece of your
health plan, and work with your
practitioner to establish a treatment
schedule that best meets your needs.
Like exercise, making bodywork a
habitual practice is good for your health.
And if you wake up the next morning a
little sore, it's probably because you had
a really good massage.

Getting a massage can do you a world of
good. And getting massage frequently
can do even more. This is the beauty of
bodywork. Taking part in this form of
regularly scheduled self-care can play a

Minimizing Overload

So what can you do to minimize the
sometimes uncomfortable side effects?
It's important to communicate with your
massage therapist regarding your
expectations, as well as your current state
of health. Your therapist can then tailor
the massage to your personal needs and
desires, and make adjustments in
intensity or technique as the session
proceeds. "I'd look at what's being
done," says Grant. In some cases, a
shorter or more soothing session may be
more appropriate. In others, the
therapist may need to change the kind of
technique used. Much of this can be
judged by how the person is feeling and
responding during the massage.
In addition to communicating clearly
with your practitioner throughout the
session, following a few simple steps will
help ease tenderness and maximize
Bodywork can stimulate the lymph system, which can help detox the body.

On the Rocks
Stone Massage Provides Tension Relief and Grounding
It's a practice as old as time, but one that
has been recently rediscovered. LaStone
Massage Therapy, generically known as
hot stone massage, is the updated
version of a technique employed by
Native Americans, using gently warmed
rocks to massage the body. The
technique provides a deeply relaxing,
healing, detoxifying, and, some say,
spiritual experience.
Typically, the stones are smooth, black
rounds of basalt in varying sizes heated
in water to temperatures between 125
and 140 degrees. Warm stones
encourage the exchange of blood and
lymph and provide soothing heat for
deep-tissue work. Cold stones are also
used to aide with inflammation, moving
blood out of the area, and balancing
male/female energies. The alternating
heat and cold of thermotherapy brings
the entire body into the healing process,
with a rapid exchange of blood and
oxygen and alternating rise and fall of
respiration rate as the body seeks
homeostasis.

During treatment hot stones are placed
on energy pathways. Some are covered
with a towel and positioned to apply
steady warmth and pressure along the
spine and neck. Others are placed
between fingers and toes and on the
stomach and forehead -- key spots where
energy flow can get blocked. Still others
are used almost as an extension of the
practitioner's hands to help go deeper
into resistant muscle tissue. This
requires less effort from the
practitioner's own body and delivers
healing warmth to the hands, benefitting
the therapist, as well as the client.
In addition to the physical effects, hot
stone massage is also considered a kind
of energy work, calming and energizing
the body but with an extra element
thrown into the mix to make it more
than just a sensory delight. The theory is
that incorporating something from
nature -- the stones -- adds a symbolic
dimension to this therapy, creating a
primal connection to the elements for a
grounding experience.

Stone massage is both calming and energizing.

MT Straight Talk
What Your Massage Therapist Needs to Know
Angela England
Most massage therapists guide first-time
clients through an intake process that
includes discussing health histories and
other medical concerns. But talking with
your therapist about these things should
not end with your first massage. Before
each session, take a minute to speak with
your therapist about any new medical
conditions or injuries, lasting aches and
pains, or any other changes in your life.
Here are some of the issues your massage
therapist should know about.

Medical Changes

It's a good idea to regularly update your
medical record with your therapist,
especially if you've been diagnosed with
an illness or medical condition--such as
high blood pressure, heart disease,
diabetes, a chronic autoimmune disease,

or skin allergies--or are taking any new
medications. Certain medical concerns
preclude you from receiving massage.
Other conditions, such as pregnancy,
simply change the way your practitioner
approaches the session.

A New or Acute Injury

Maybe you spent hours driving to a
destination getaway and your shoulders
ache, or you stepped off the porch
wrong and sprained your ankle. Any
time you have a new ache, pain, sprain,
twist, or pulled muscle, mention it to
your therapist. Depending on the
location and extent of your injury, the
session may need to be postponed or the
injury site avoided until more healing
has occurred.

Personal Preferences

This category is less obvious, but equally
important. Everyone has unique
preferences and sometimes there may be
something you would like to change for
your next massage. Whether you want to
bring your own music, have the
temperature adjusted, or be draped in
an extra blanket, your therapist can
easily adapt as long as you communicate
your preferences.
Help your practitioner help you. Take a
moment to check in with him or her
before your next session.
Angela England enjoys doing massage, gardening,
writing, and spending time with her three young
children.

Sometimes the
most important
thing in a whole
day is the rest we
take between
two deep
breaths.
-Etty Hillesum

WELCOME TO MY INAUGURAL NEWSLETTER!
I hope this finds you well and in good spirits.
Celebrate that February is here and winter will soon be a
memory. If you love winter sports I hope you have timed the
fickle winter weather well and have gotten a chance to get
out and enjoy your sport at least once or twice. I
cross-country skied at the very first opportunity this year,
which oddly was in the month of October, and have missed
the brief opportunities since.
Cabin fever setting in? Feel like getting out for a therapeutic
massage? Give me a call. Winter is an awesome time for a
hot stone massage. I included the "On The Rocks" article in
case you are unfamiliar with this type of massage.
Also, please check out my new website for information on
my services, specials, and other useful information:
http://becky.massagetherapy.com/services-and-rates
Stay well and I look forward to seeing you soon.
Becky
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